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The Mission of a Good Book
It will go anywhere, sea or land,
Gets into cabin or palace,
Reaches those otherwise unreachable,
Waits its time to be heard,
Is never tired of speaking.
Travels further and cheaper than any other;
Is unaffected by climate, untouched by fever.
Once started off, calls for no salary,
Costs nothing to feed or clothe.
Never changes its voice, and lasts
Forever—until the fire comes!
By Way of Preface
Why are not more gems from our great authors scattered over the country? Great books are not in everybody’s reach; and though it
is better to know them thoroughly than to know them only here and there, yet it is a good work to give a little to those who have
neither time nor means to get more. Let every book-worm, when in any fragrant scarce old tome he discovers a sentence, a story,
an illustration, that does his heart good, hasten to give it to others.
COLERIDGE.
One Thousand and One Thoughts from My Library
Genesis 1:3. And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.
God said, Let there be light: and there was light. How simple! And yet how Godlike! “He spake, and it was done. He commanded,
and it stood fast.” Infidelity may ask, “How? where? when?” The answer is, “By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by
the word of God, so that things which are seen were not made of things which do appear.”
C. H. McINTOSH.
Genesis 2:8, 9. The Lord God planted a garden ... and there he put the man whom he had formed. And out of the ground made the
Lord God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food.
By one man sin entered into the world.—Rom. 5:12.
The doctrine of environment had its deathblow in the garden of Eden.
G. CAMPBELL MORGAN.
Genesis 2:10. A river went out of Eden to water the garden.
A pure river of water of life ... proceeding out of the throne of God and of the Lamb.—Rev. 22:1.
The Bible is a circle, in describing which the Divine hand begins in Paradise and ends there. In Genesis God dwells with men, and
He does so in Revelation. In Genesis man is in Eden, with the river that watered the garden, and the trees yielding their pleasant
fruits, and in Revelation man is in the garden of God once more, with this advantage, that no serpent is there to beguile, and no
forbidden fruit to allure.
JOHN HALL.
Genesis 3:8. Adam and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God, amongst the trees of the garden.
We also, when like to be obtruded on by the presence of God to our conscience or our thoughts, do, by a movement almost
instinctive, flee to hide ourselves. We too have our gardens of vain security, our places of sweet and soothing forgetfulness, which
serve, to ourselves at least, the temporary purpose of a hiding-place from God. If they do not hinder Him from seeing us, they at
least hinder us from seeing Him; and this does in the meantime, for a respite from all those troublesome awakenings, which might



else have haunted our spirits, and rifled away from them the rest and the enjoyments which we are so fain to prolong.

CHALMERS.

Genesis 4:8. Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.

On the summit of a hill in a Western State is a courthouse, so situated that the raindroPsthat fall on one side of the roof descend into
Lake Erie, and thence, through the St. Lawrence, into the Atlantic. The droPson the other side trickle down from rivulet to river, until
they reach the Ohio and Mississippi, and enter the ocean by the Gulf of Mexico. A faint breath of wind determines the destination of
these raindroPsfor three thousand miles. So a single act determines, sometimes, a human destiny for all time and for eternity.
CUYLER.

Death did not first strike Adam, the first sinful man; nor Cain, the first hypocrite; but Abel, the innocent and righteous. The first soul
that met with death overcame death: the first soul that parted from earth went to heaven. Death argues not displeasure; because he
whom God loved best died first; and the murderer was punished while living.

BISHOP HALL.

Genesis 9:16. The bow shall be in the cloud; and | will look upon it, that | may remember the everlasting covenant.

The whole creation rests, as to its exemption from a second deluge, on the eternal stability of God’s covenant, of which the bow is
the token; and it is happy to bear in mind, that when the bow appears, the eye of God rests upon it; and man is cast, not upon his
own imperfect and most uncertain memory, but upon God'’s. “I,” says God, “will remember.” How sweet to think of what God will, and
what He will not, remember! He will remember His own covenant, but He will not remember His people’s sins. The cross, which
ratifies the former, puts away the latter.

C. H. McINTOSH.

Genesis 12:1. Get thee out ... unto a land that | will show thee.

This same voice has often spoken since. It called Elijah from This be, and Amos from Tekoa; Peter from his fishing nets, and
Matthew from his toll-booth; Cromwell from his farm in Huntingdon, and Luther from his cloister at Erfurt. It ever sounds the
perpetual summons of God. “Come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.” Has
it not come to you? Strange, if it has not. Yet, if it has, let nothing hinder your obedience; strike your tents, and follow where the God
of glory beckons; and in that word “Come,” understand that He is moving on in front, and that if you would have His companionship,
you must follow.

F. B. MEYER.

Genesis 12:2. [ will bless thee ... and thou shalt be a blessing.

It is good for us to think that no grace or blessing is truly ours till we are aware that God has blessed some one else with it through
us.

PHILLIPS BROOKS.

Genesis 13:9. If thou wilt take the left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then | will go to the left.

The man of faith can easily afford to allow the man of sight to take his choice. He can say, “If thou wilt take the left hand, then | will
go to the right; or if thou wilt depart to the right hand, then | will go to the left.” What beautiful disinterestedness and moral elevation
we have here! and yet what security! It is certain that let nature range where it will, let it take its most comprehensive grasp, its
boldest and highest flight there is never the slightest danger of its laying its hand upon faith’s treasure. It will seek its portion in quite
an opposite direction. Faith lays up its treasure in a place which nature would never dream of examining, and, as to its approaching
thereto, it could not if it would; and it would not if it could. Hence, therefore, faith is perfectly safe, as well as beautifully disinterested,
in allowing nature to take its choice.

C. H. McINTOSH.

Genesis 13:14. The Lord said unto Abram ... Lift up now thine eyes, and look ... northward, and southward, and eastward and
westward.

It is difficult to read these words, “northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward,” without being reminded of “the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height” of “the love of Christ which passeth knowledge.” Much of the land of Canaan was hidden behind
the ramparts of the hills, but enough was seen to ravish that faithful spirit. Similarly, we may not be able to comprehend the love of
God in Christ, but the higher we climb the more we behold. The upper cliffs of the separated life command the fullest view of the
measureless expanse.

F. B. MEYER.

Genesis 15:1. The word of the Lord came unto Abram.

He did not need to go to search for it; it came to him. And so it will come to you. It may come through the Word of God, or through a
distinct impression made on your heart by the Holy Ghost, or through circumstances; but it will find you out, and tell you what you are
to do.... There is no spot on earth so lonely, no cave so deep and dark, that the word of the Lord cannot discover and come to us.

F. B. MEYER.

Genesis 15:17. And it came to pass, that when the sun went down, and it was dark, behold, a smoking furnace, and a burning lamp
that passed between those pieces.

When the ancients wanted to take an oath they would slay an animal, divide it lengthwise, and lay the pieces opposite to each other.
Then the parties would advance from opposite points, and midway between the pieces take the oath. God wished to take an oath.



He ordered a heifer and some birds slain and divided, and the pieces lain opposite to each other; then between the pieces passed
first a furnace, typical of suffering, and then a lamp, emblem of deliverance.
So it is in the history of individuals, cities, and nations. First the awful furnace, then the cheerful lamp. The furnace of conviction, the
lamp of pardon. The furnace of trial, the lamp of consolation. The furnace of want, the lamp of prosperity. The furnace of death, the
lamp of glory.
TALMAGE.
Genesis 16:13. Thou God seest me.
When no eye seeth you except the eye of God, when darkness covers you, when you are shut up from the observation of mortals,
even then be ye like Jesus Christ. Remember His ardent piety, His secret devotion—how, after laboriously preaching the whole day,
He stole away in the midnight shades to cry for help from His God. Recollect how His entire life was constantly sustained by fresh
inspirations of the Holy Spirit, derived by prayer. Take care of your secret life; let it be such that you will not be ashamed to read it at
the last great day.
SPURGEON.
Genesis 17:1. Walk before me, and be thou perfect.
In other words, Christian perfection is a spiritual constellation, made up of these gracious stars,—perfect repentance, perfect faith,
perfect humility, perfect meekness, perfect self-denial, perfect resignation, perfect hope, perfect charity for our visible enemies as
well as for our earthly relations, and, above all, perfect love for our invisible God through the explicit knowledge of our Mediator
Jesus Christ. And as this last star is always accompanied by all the others, as Jupiter is by his satellites, we frequently use, as St.
John, the phrase “perfect love,” instead of the word “perfection”; understanding by it the pure love of God shed abroad in the hearts
of established believers by the Holy Ghost, which is abundantly given them under the fullness of the Christian dispensation.
J. FLETCHER.
Genesis 18:25. Shall not the Judges of all the earth do right?
Resignation is putting God between one’s self and one’s grief.
MADAME SWETCHINE.
Genesis 19:16. While he lingered.
Lot was the Pliable of the earliest Pilgrim’s Progress.
F. B. MEYER.
Genesis 21:12. In Isaac shall thy seed be called.

Take ... Isaac ... and offer him ... for a burnt-offering.—Genesis 22:2.
“In Isaac shall thy seed be called™—there was a promise. “Offer Isaac for a burnt-offering”—there was a command. How did
Abraham reconcile them? He did not, he could not. He simply obeyed the command, and God fulfilled the promise. The
reconcilement was complete.
HECTOR HALL.
Genesis 22:1.1t came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham.
God sends us no trial, whether great or small, without first preparing us. Trials are God’s vote of confidence in us. Many a trifling
event is sent to test us, ere a greater trial is permitted to break on our heads. We are set to climb the lower peaks before urged to
the loftiest summits with their virgin snows; are made to run with the footmen, before contending with horses; are taught to wade in
the shallows, before venturing into the swell of the ocean waves.
F. B. MEYER.
Temptation is that which puts to the test. Trials sent by God do this. A test is never employed for the purpose of injury. A weight is
attached to a rope, not to break, but to prove it. Pressure is applied to a boiler, not to burst it, but to certify its power of resistance.
The testing process here confers no strength. But when a sailor has to navigate his ship under a heavy gale and in a difficult
channel; or when a general has to fight against a superior force and on disadvantageous ground, skill and courage are not only
tested, but improved. The test has brought experience, and by practice is every faculty perfected. So, faith grows stronger by
exercise, and patience by the enduring of sorrow. Thus alone it was that “God did tempt Abraham.”
NEWMAN HALL.
Genesis 22:16. Because thou ... hast not withheld thy son ... | will bless thee.
It is from the dark clouds in our sky that the showers of blessing come.
Genesis 24:12. Good speed this day.
To live for to-day is in the noblest sense to live for eternity. To be my very best this very hour, to do the very best for those about
me, and to spend this moment in a spirit of absolute consecration to God’s glory, this is the duty that confronts me.
D. J. BURRELL.
Genesis 24:48. | bowed down my head, and worshipped the Lord, and blessed the Lord God.
Worship is the overflowing of a full heart; prayer is the craving of an empty heart.
Genesis 27:21. Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, | pray thee, that | may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very son Esau.
Only one man in the Bible wanted to feel, and he was deceived.



Genesis 28:15. | am with thee, and will keep thee in all places whither thou goest, and will bring thee again into this land.

“With thee,” companionship; “Keep thee,” guardianship; “Bring thee,” guidance.

Genesis 31:16. Now then, whatsoever God hath said unto thee, do.

Every hard duty that lies in your path that you would rather not do, that it will cost you pain, or struggle, or sore effort to do, has a
blessing in it. Not to do it, at whatever cost, is to miss the blessing. Every heavy load that you are called to lift hides in itself some
strange secret of strength.

A negro preacher once said, “Bredren, whateber de good God tell me to do in dis blessed Book, dat I'm gwine to do. If | see in it dat
| must jump troo a stone wall, I'm gwine to jump at it. Going troo it belongs to God; jumpin’ at it ‘longs to me.”

Genesis 32:2. Mahanaim (two hosts).

“Mahanaim” is still the name of every place where a man who loves God pitches his tent. We may be wandering, solitary,
defenceless, but we are not alone. Our feeble encampment may lie open to assault, and we be all unfit to guard it, but the other
camp is there too, and our enemies must force their way through it before they get at us.

MACLAREN.

Genesis 32:10. | am not worthy of the least of all thy mercies.

Measure your mercies by the foot rule of your deserts.

MARK GUY PEARSE.

Genesis 32:25, 28. He touched the hollow of his thigh ... And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel.

In the ancient times, a box on the ear given by a master to a slave meant liberty: little would the freedman care how hard was the
blow. By a stroke from the sword the warrior was knighted by his monarch: small matter was it to the new-made knight if the hand
was heavy. When the Lord intends to lift His servants into a higher stage of spiritual life, He frequently sends them a severe trial; He
makes His Jacobs to be prevailing princes, but He confers the honor after a night of wrestling, and accompanies it with a shrunken
sinew. Be it so: who among us would wish to be deprived of the trials, if they are the necessary attendants of spiritual advancement?
SPURGEON.

Genesis 32:26. | will not let thee go except thou bless me.

It was on his knees that Jacob became a prince; and if we would become princes, we must be more upon our knees.

WILLIAMS.

Genesis 37:28. They ... sold Joseph to the Ishmeelites.

Those birds soar the highest that have had the hardest upbringing.... Even so, God usually nurses those amid difficulties and
hardshiPswho are destined to rise to eminence, and accomplish great deeds on earth.

GUTHRIE.

Genesis 39:6. He left all that he had in Joseph’s hand; and he knew not ought he had, save the bread which he did eat.

If you are a servant, make your employer feel that you are the most reliable person about the place. Joseph in jail was as reliable as
when governor of Egypt. Cream rises to the top even if it is in a wash-hand basin.

CHAMPNESS.

Genesis 39:20, 21. He was there in the prison, but the Lord was with Joseph.

God never places us in any position in which we cannot grow. We may fancy that He does. We may fear we are so impeded by
fretting petty cares that we are gaining nothing; but when we are not sending any branches upward, we may be sending roots
downward. PerhaPsin the time of our humiliation, when everything seems a failure, we are making the best kind of progress.

E. PRENTIS

Genesis 39:21. The Lord ... showed him mercy.

Oh! wondrous revelation! Joseph did not stand in a niche on the mountain side, as Moses did, whilst the solemn pomp swept past;
and yet the Lord showed him a great sight—He showed him His mercy. The prison cell was the mount of vision, from the height of
which he saw, as he had never seen before, the panorama of Divine loving-kindness. It were well worth his while to go to prison to
learn that. When children gather to see the magic lantern, the figures may be flung upon the sheet, and yet be invisible, because the
room is full of light. Darken the room, and instantly the round circle of light is filled with brilliant color. God our Father has often to
turn down the lights of our life because He wants to show us mercy. Whenever you get into a prison of circumstances, be on the
watch. Prisons are rare places for seeing things. It was in prison that Bunyan saw his wondrous allegory, and Paul met the Lord, and
John looked through heaven’s open door, and Joseph saw God’s mercy. God has no chance to show His mercy to some of us
except when we are in some sore sorrow. The night is the time to see the stars.

F. B. MEYER.

Genesis 49:24. The arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.

The old legend tells us that Ulysses, returning home after long years, proved his identity by bending a bow which had defied the
efforts of the stoutest heroes who had tried it in his absence. There are a good many of these defiant bows lying all around us. Tasks
that deride our puny efforts; empty churches that will not fill; wicked neighborhoods that will not yield; hardened soils that will not
admit the ploughshare to cut into their crust. The one thing of which we need to assure ourselves is—whether it be God'’s will for us
to take them in hand: if not, it is useless to attempt the task; we may as well husband and reserve our strength. But if it is made
clear to us that we are to take up armor, methods, instrumentalities, once wielded by giant hands, but now as unbefitting these



poorer times as the armor of the age of chivalry mocks at the smaller make of modern warriors—let us not hesitate for a single
moment, let us assume the armor of defence and the weapons of attack; and, as we do so, we shall become aware of a strength
being infused into us—not ours, but His: “the arms of our hands will be made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob.”

F. B. MEYER.

Exodus 2:3. She took for him an ark of bulrushes; and she laid it in the flags by the river’s brink.

The mother of Moses laid the ark in the flags by the river’s brink. Ay, but before doing so she laid it on the heart of God! She could
not have laid it so courageously upon the Nile, if she had not first devoutly laid it upon the care and love of God. We are often
surprised at the outward calmness of men who are called upon to do unpleasant and most trying deeds; but could we have seen
them in secret we should have known the moral preparation which they underwent before coming out to be seen of men. Be right in
the sanctuary if you would be right in the market-place. Be steadfast in prayer if you would be calm in affliction. Start your race from
the throne of God itself, if you would run well, and win the prize.

JOSEPH PARKER.

Exodus 3:10. Come now ... and | will send thee unto Pharaoh that thou mayest bring forth my people ... out of Egypt.

None of us can tell for what God is educating us. We fret and murmur at the narrow round and daily task of ordinary life, not realizing
that it is only thus, that we can be prepared for the high and holy office which awaits us. We must descend before we can ascend.
We must suffer, if we would reign. We must take the via crucis (way of the cross) submissively and patiently if we would tread the via
lucis (way of light). We must endure the polishing if we would be shafts in the quiver of Emmanuel. God’s will comes to thee and me
in daily circumstances, in little things equally as in great: meet them bravely; be at your best always, though the occasion be one of
the very least; dignify the smallest summons by the greatness of your response.

F. B. MEYER.

Exodus 3:14. | am that | am.

God gives to the body,—He is to the soul.

JOHN KER.

Exodus 4:2. The Lord said unto him, What is that in thine hand? And he said, A rod.

It was probably only a shepherd’s crook. What a history, however, awaited it! It was to be stretched out over the Red Sea, pointing a
pathway through its depths; to smite the flinty rock; to win victory over the hosts of Amalek; to be known as the rod of God. When
God wants an implement for His service He does not choose the golden sceptre, but a shepherd’s crook; the weakest and meanest
thing He can find—a ram’s horn, a cake of barley meal, an ox-goad, an earthen pitcher, a shepherd’s sling.... A rod with God behind
it is mightier than the vastest army.

F. B. MEYER.

Exodus 4:13. And he said, O my Lord, send, | pray thee, by the hand of him whom thou wilt send.

It was a very grudging assent. It was as much as to say, “Since Thou art determined to send me, and | must undertake the mission,
then let it be so; but | would that it might have been another, and | go because | am compelled.” So often do we shrink back from the
sacrifice or obligation to which God calls us, that we think we are going down to our doom. We seek every reason for evading the
Divine will, little realizing that He is forcing us out from our quiet home into a career which includes, among other things, the song of
victory on the banks of the Red Sea; the two lonely sojourns for forty days in converse with God; the shining face; the vision of glory;
the burial by the hand of Michael; and the supreme honor of standing beside the Lord on the Transfiguration Mount.

F. B. MEYER.

Exodus 7:2. Thou shalt speak all that | command thee.

To every one of us God gives something that He wants us to say to others. We cannot all write poems or hymns, or compose books
which will bless men; but if we live near the heart of Christ, there is not one of us into whose ear He will not whisper some fragment
of truth, some revealing of grace or love, or to whom He will not give some experience of comfort in sorrow, some new glimPs of
glory. Each friend of Christ, living close to Him, learns something from Him and of Him which no one has learned before, which he is
to forth-tell to the world.

J. R. MILLER.

Exodus 10:28. Take heed to thyself.

Art thou a traveller, like him who prayed, “Guide my footstePs? Take heed to thyself lest thou wander from the way, lest thou turn to
the right or left. Walk on the King’s highway. Art thou an architect? Lay firmly the foundation of faith, which is Jesus Christ. Art thou a
builder? Look how thou buildest and what,—not wood, grass, stubble; but gold, silver, and precious stones. A pastor? Take heed lest
any of the duties belonging to thine office are omitted. A husbandman? Dig round the barren fig-tree, and supply it with what is
needed to produce fruitfulness. Art thou a soldier? Endure hardship for the Gospel, engage in the good warfare against the spirits of
darkness, against the affections of the flesh. Entangle not thyself with the affairs of this life, that thou mayest please Him who has
called thee to be a soldier. Art thou an athlete? Take heed to thyself lest thou transgress any of the laws of the contest, for no one is
crowned unless he strive lawfully.

BASIL THE GREAT.

Exodus 13:13. Every firstling of an ass thou shalt redeem with a lamb.

Little things are made important in the Scriptures. This is an apparently out-of-the-way incident. Out of the way! What way? Out of



our way, possibly; but what is our way? a little path leading nowhere: a road we have made with which to please ourselves to go up
and down upon, and suppose to be the universe.

JOSEPH PARKER.

Exodus 14:2. Speak unto the children of Israel that they encamp ... between Midgol and the sea, over against Baal-zephon.

Often God seems to place His children in positions of profound difficulty—leading them into a wedge from which there is no escape;
contriving a situation which no human Judgesent would have permitted had it been previously consulted. The very cloud conducts
them thither. You may be thus involved at this very hour. It does seem perplexing and mysterious to the last degree. But it is
perfectly right. The issue will more than justify Him Who has brought you hither. It is a platform for the display of His almighty grace
and power. He will not only deliver you, but in doing so He will give you a lesson that you will never forget; and to which, in many a
Pslm and song in after days, you will revert.

F. B. MEYER.

Exodus 14:19. The pillar of the cloud.

“It was a cloud and darkness” to the Egyptians, but “it gave light by night” to Israel. How like the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ! Truly
that cross has a double aspect, likewise. It forms the foundation of the believer's peace; and, at the same time, seals the
condemnation of the guilty world. The self-same blood which purges the believer's conscience and gives him perfect peace, stains
this earth and consummates its guilt. The very mission of the Son of God which striPsthe world of its cloak, and leaves it wholly
without excuse, clothes the Church with a fair mantle of righteousness, and fills her mouth with ceaseless praise. The very same
Lamb who will terrify, by His unmitigated wrath, all tribes and classes of earth, will lead, by His gentle hand, His blood-bought flock,
through the green pastures, and beside the still waters forever.

C. H. McINTOSH.

Exodus 14:19, 20. And the angel of God, which went before the camp of Israel, removed and went behind them; and the pillar of
the cloud went from before their face, and stood behind them. And it came between the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of
Israel; and it was a cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night to these; so that the one came not near the other all the
night.

Jehovah placed himself right between Israel and the enemy—this was protection indeed. Before ever Pharaoh could touch a hair of
Israel’'s head, he should make his way through the very pavilion of the Almighty—yea, through the Almighty Himself. Thus it is that
God ever places Himself between His people and every enemy, so that “no weapon formed against them can prosper.” He has
placed Himself between us and our sins; and it is our happy privilege to find Him between us and every one and everything that
could be against us.... The believer may institute a diligent and anxious search for his sins, but he cannot find them. Why? Because
God is between him and them. He has cast all our sins behind His back; while, at the same time, He sheds forth upon us the light of
His reconciled countenance.

C. H. McINTOSH.

Exodus 14:20. It was a cloud and darkness to (the Egyptians) but it gave light by night to (Israel).

The nearer the moon draweth into conjunction with the sun, the brighter she shines toward the heavens and the earth; so, the
nearer the soul draws into communion with Jesus Christ, the comelier it is in the eye of the Spouse, and the blacker it appears in the
sight of the world. He that is a precious Christian to the Lord is a precious puritan to the world; he that is glorious to a heavenly saint
is odious to an earthly spirit. But it is a sign thou art an Egyptian, when that cloud which is a light to an Israelite is darkness to thee.
It is a sign thou movest in a terrestrial orb, when thou seest no lustre in such celestial lights.

Exodus 15:2. The Lord is my ... song.

This is the fullness and perfection of knowing God—so to know Him that He Himself becomes our delight; so to know Him that praise
is sweetest and fullest and freshest and gladdest when we sing of Him. He who has learned this blessed secret carries the golden
key of heaven—nay, he hath fetched heaven down to earth, and need not envy the angels now.

MARK GUY PEARSE.

Exodus 15:22. So Moses brought Israel from the Red Sea; and they went out into the wilderness of Shur: and they went three days
in the wilderness, and found no water.

It is when we get into wilderness experience, that we are put to the test as to the real measure of our acquaintance with God, and
with our own hearts. There is a freshness and an exuberance of joy connected with the opening of our Christian career, which very
soon receives a check from the keen blast of the desert; and then, unless there is a deep sense of what God is to us, above and
beyond everything else, we are apt to break down, and “in our hearts, turn back again into Egypt.” The discipline of the wilderness is
needful, not to furnish us with a title to Canaan, but to make us acquainted with God and with our own hearts; to enable us to enter
into the power of our relationship, and to enlarge our capacity for the enjoyment of Canaan when we actually get there.

C. H. McINTOSH.

Exodus 15:23. They could not drink of the waters of Marah, for they were bitter.

Hast thou come, my friend, in thy wilderness way, to the place of bitter waters? Canst thou not drink of the stream, even though thy
thirst be burning and thy strength be wasted? Know thou, there is a tree the leaves of which are for the healing of the nations! A
tree? Truly so; but a tree as yet without a leaf,—a tree bare as the frosts and the winds of the winter can make it,—the great, grim,



dear, sad, wondrous cross of the Son of God! Some have sought to touch the wells of life with other trees, but have only aggravated
the disease which they sought to cure. By the grace of heaven, others have been enabled to apply the Cross to the bitter wells of
their sin and grief, and behold the waters have become clear as the crystal river which flows fast by the throne of God!
JOSEPH PARKER.
Exodus 15:25. The Lord shewed him a tree, which when he had cast into the waters, the waters were made sweet.
Beside each bitter Marah pool there grows a tree, which, when cast into the waters, makes them palatable and sweet. It is ever so.
Poison and antidote, infection and cure, pain and medicine, are always close together. The word which saves is nigh even in the
mouth and in the heart. We do not always see the “sufficient grace”; but it is there. Too occupied with our disappointment, we have
no heart to seek it; but when we cry, it is shown to our weary longing eyes.
F. B. MEYER.
Exodus 16:29. The Lord hath given you the Sabbath.
Through the week, we go down into the valleys of care and shadow. Our sabbaths should be hills of light and joy in God’s presence;
and so, as time rolls by, we shall go on from mountain-top to mountain-top, till at last we catch the glory of the gate, and enter in to
go no more out forever.
BEECHER.
Exodus 16:31. The manna ... was ... white; and the taste of it was like wafers made with honey.

The manna was ... as the color of bdellium ... and the taste of it was as the taste of fresh oil.—Numbers 11:7, 8.
How could a soul which has tried again to satisfy itself with Egypt’s food, find manna the same thing after restoration? The pure and
sweet manna which has sustained the virgin soul which has unwaveringly followed the guiding pillar, must for the restored soul, have
its color changed into that of tried gold, and its taste to that of healing oil. Nothing else would supply its need now.
Exodus 17:6. Thou shall smite the rock, and there shall come water out of it.
This is strange! A rock would seem the last place to choose for the storage of water. But God’s cupboards are in very unlikely
places. Ravens bring food. The Prime Minister of Egypt gives corn. Cyrus lets go the people of Israel from Babylon. The Jordan
heals the leper. Meal makes poisoned pottage wholesome. Wood makes iron swim.... It is worth while to go to Rephidim to get an
insight into the fertility and inventiveness of God’s providence. There can be no lack to them that fear Him, and no fear of lack to
those who have become acquainted with His secret storehouses. “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard ... the things which God hath
prepared for them that love Him; but God hath revealed them unto us by His Spirit.”
F. B. MEYER.
Exodus 20:3. Thou shalt have no other gods before me.
If you find yourself beginning to love any pleasure better than your prayers, any book better than the Bible, any house better than the
House of God, any table better than the Lord’s table, any person better than Christ, or any indulgence better than the Pope of
Heaven—take alarm.
GUTHRIE.
Exodus 20:21. Moses drew near unto the thick darkness where God was.
How wonderfully life loses all fear to the soul that has been called apart, alone, into some darkness and has found God. there.
“Morning dawns from His face,” and what light is like the light that rises upon those who touch God’s right hand in the darkness and
are lifted up and strengthened?
G. GUINNESS.
Exodus 28:1. Take ... Aaron ... that he may minister unto me in the priest’s office. And Aaron ... made ... a golden calf—Exodus
32:2, 4.
Do we not see how God’s purposes are thwarted and deferred by human perversity?... At the very time when God had determined
upon the election and consecration of Aaron to the priesthood, Aaron was spending his time in moulding and chiselling the golden
calf.... We might have been crowned fifty years ago, but just as the coronation was about to take place we were discovered in the
manufacture of an idol.... The Lord was just ready to make kings of us when we made fools of ourselves.
JOSEPH PARKER.
Exodus 28:2. Thou shalt make holy garments for Aaron ... for glory and for beauty.

Ye are ... aroyal priesthood.—1 Peter 2:9.
And have we no ornaments? The ornaments of the meek and quiet spirit is in the sight of God of great price. And have we no
garments of blue, and purple, and beautiful suggestiveness? We have garments of praise; we are clothed with the Lord Jesus. And
have we no golden bells? We have the golden bells of holy actions. Our words are bells, our actions are bells, our purposes are
bells; wherever we move our motion is thus understood to be a motion toward holy places, holy deeds, holy character.
JOSEPH PARKER.
Exodus 32:15, 19.

Moses ... went down from the mount ... As soon as he ... saw the calf and the dancing ... Moses’ anger waxed hot.
When you have been sitting in a well-lighted room, and are suddenly called into the outer darkness, how black it seems; and thus,
when a man has dwelt in communion with God, sin becomes exceeding sinful, and the darkness in which the world lieth appears like
tenfold night.



SPURGEON.

Exodus 33:14. My presence shall go with thee.

Some of us think and say a good deal about “a sense of His presence”; sometimes rejoicing in it, sometimes going mourning all the
day long because we have it not; praying for it, and not always seeming to receive what we ask; measuring our own position, and
sometimes even that of others by it; now on the heights, now in the depths about it. And all this April-like gleam and gloom instead
of steady summer glow, because we are turning our attention upon the sense of His presence, instead of the changeless reality of it!
FRANCES RIDLEY HAVERGAL

Exodus 34:2. Come up in the morning ... and present thyself unto me in the top of the mount.

God wishes me to be alone with Him. How solemn will the meeting be! Father and child; Sovereign and subject; Creator and
creature! The distance between us will be infinite, unless He shorten it by His mercy! Oh! my poor broken and weary heart, think of it
and be glad; God wants thee to meet Him alone! He will heal thy wounds; He will shed His light upon thy tears, and make them
shine like jewels; He will make thee young again. Oh that | might be on the mountain first, and that praise might be waiting for God! |
will be astir before the sun; | will be far on the road before the dew rises; and long before the bird sings will | breathe my sweet
hymn. Oh, dark night, flee fast, for | would see God and hear still more of His deep truth! Oh! ye stars, why stay so long? Ye are the
seals of night, but it is for other light | pine, the light that shows the way to the Mount of God. My Father, | am coming; nothing on the
mean plain shall keep me away from the holy heights: help me to climb fast, and keep Thou my foot, lest it fall upon the hard rock.
At Thy bidding | come, so Thou wilt not mock my heart. Bring with Thee honey from heaven, yea, milk and wine, and oil for my soul’s
good, and stay the sun in his course, or the time will be too short in which to look upon Thy face, and to hear Thy gentle voice.
Morning on the mount! It will make me strong and glad all the rest of the day so well begun!

JOSEPH PARKER.

The morning is the time fixed for my meeting the Lord. What meaning there is in the time as well as in the place! This very word
morning is as a cluster of rich grapes. Let me crush them and drink the sacred wine. In the morning—then God means me to be at
my best in strength and hope; | have not to climb in my weakness; in the night | have buried yesterday’s fatigue, and in the morning |
take a new lease of energy. Give God thy strength—all thy strength; He asks only what He first gave. In the morning—then He may
mean to keep me long that He may make me rich! In the morning—then it is no endless road He bids me climb, else how could |
reach it ere the sun be set? Sweet morning! There is hope in its music.

Blessed is the day whose morning is sanctified. Successful is the day whose first victory was won by prayer. Holy is the day whose
dawn finds thee on the top of the mount! Health is established in the morning. Wealth is won in the morning. The light is brightest in
the morning. “Wake Psltery and harp, | myself will awake early.”

JOSEPH PARKER.

Exodus 34:29. Moses wist not that ... his face shone.

| charge you, be clothed with humility, or you will yet be a wandering star, for whom is reserved the blackness of darkness forever.
Let Christ increase, let man decrease. Remember, “Moses wist not that the skin of his face shone.” Looking at our own shining face
is the bane of the spiritual life, and of the ministry. Oh for closest communion with God, till soul and body, head and heart, shine with
divine brilliancy! But oh for a holy ignorance of their shining!

M’ CHEYNE.

Leviticus 6:13. The fire shall ever be burning upon the altar: it shall never go out.

As the fire never went out on the altar of burnt-offering, so Christians ought to be continually engaged in the service of God.
CAWDRAY.

Leviticus 8:8. The Urim (light) and the Thummim (perfection).

What the Urim and the Thummim actually were no man has been able to find out. But whatever they were, there can be no doubt as
to what our Urim and Thummim are. We are not left without light and perfection.... Our Urim and Thummim are the Old and New
Testaments. Keep these in the heart; be at home with them in all their wondrous variety of speech, of doctrine, of song, of
inspiration, and of instruction of every kind; and then you never can stray far from the path providential that makes its own course
straight up to the God who started the mysterious Outgoing.

JOSEPH PARKER.

Leviticus 10:10. That ye may put difference between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean.

A holy calling will never save an unholy man.

RYLE.

Leviticus 11:44. Ye shall be holy, for [ am holy.

Prove your godliness by your Godlikeness.

PUNSHON.

Leviticus 23:44. Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of the Lord.

The feasts of the Lord. This was their true character, their original title; but in the Gospel of John, they are called “feasts of the
Jews.” They had long ceased to be Jehovah's feasts. He was shut out. They did not want Him; and hence, in John 7., when Jesus
was asked to go up to “the Jews’ feast of tabernacles” He answered, “My time is not yet come”; and when He